
 

 

2016 DUES CARD REQUIRED BY IMPERIAL LAW TO ATTEND ALL SHRINE EVENTS 

   EVENTS         MISC. (OF INTEREST)    
          COLUMNS   4    Christmas Dance   11   A Christmas Story  5-7 Photo Collages 
3   Chief Rabban’s Thoughts 8    New Year’s Dance   8     DON 
2   Pote’s Notes   9    Official Call of the Potentate  10   He Brought Memories 
2   Recorder’s Corner  10  Parade Schedule   2     Just A-Sittin-anna-Thinkin 
         8     One In A Million  
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Greetings Nobles and Ladies,        
 

     As we move into December, I would like to take a moment to reflect on November.  We had one of the shortest Stated 
Meetings I can recall, in recent memory, to bring us into Ham & Turkey Bingo.  We got bingo started on time and I hope all 

that attended had the opportunity to take home a turkey, ham or, at the very least, some bacon.  The Director’s Staff certainly 
brightened the evening, singing B-I-N-G-O every time one of them won.  What fun!  We did not even get to catch our breath 

from bingo night before starting our weekend circus run, the very next day.  The James Cristy Cole Circus provided the family 

friendly entertainment again this year.  I would like to take a moment to thank SEAC (Retired) Joe Gainey for being our Cir-
cus Marshal on Military Appreciation Night.  I would also like to thank the Daughters of the Nile for manning the hospitality 

room, as well as all the Nobles and their Ladies who came out and donated their time working to put this circus on.  I am posi-

tive that Chief  Rabban Tommy Grusendorf and Lady Janell appreciate everyone’s hard work. 
     December brings with it many Unit and Club parties.  Karem will host a dance on December 10, with Kayla Ray and the Standards providing 

the entertainment.  This dance is formal attire, or after 5 wear.  Patti and I hope to see many of you there.  December 15 will be our Stated Meet-
ing, with the election of officers for the upcoming year.  This is an important meeting, and I encourage all that can attend to please do so.  This 

dictates the leadership of Karem and sets the rudder for its future.  December 31 will be our New Year’s Eve Dance starting at 8pm, with the 

Steve Smith Group playing that evening.  Patti and I look forward to bringing in the New Year with you all and saying thank you for the past 5 
years we have spent as members of the Divan. 

     With Christmas fast approaching, I always like to reflect back to years past and I always watch A Charlie Brown Christmas.  There is some-

thing about that show that makes things always feel right for me.  There is a quote from that show, that when I hear it now, after becoming a 
Shriner, has a different meaning for me.  It is when Linus says, “I never thought it was such a bad little tree.  It’s not bad at all, really.  Maybe it 

just needs a little love.”  That is how I feel about “our kids.”  We view them differently than many people do and they just need a little love, love 
to the rescue.  We make a difference and change their lives, just as Linus did with that little tree. 

     May each and every one of you have a blessed and safe Christmas Holiday and have a joyful Happy New Year. 
 

           Yours in the Faith, 

           Bruce Bubel   

Dear Nobles and Ladies, 
 

     December 15, 2016 Stated Meeting is Karem’s annual election of Officers for the ensuing Shrine year, and that being for 

2017.  I wanted to clarify the, sometime overwhelming, responsibility your Board of Directors are facing when they assume their 

respective positions that you have elected them to perform as your representative. 
 

     WHAT IS A POTENTATE?  Webster defines a potentate as one who has power—a monarch.  And so it is in the Shrine, the 
Potentate is vested with all-authority and power.  He can, by the wave of his hand, veto or approve any and all activities of his 

Temple, so far as they do not conflict with, or are contrary to Law, which he has sworn ever to maintain, support and conform to. 

     How does one attain this powerful and honorable position?  The usual procedure is to come up through the line starting as Oriental Guide, and 
if by the Grace of God and the charity of the Nobility, he is elected each year and elevated each year, he becomes Potentate in five years—the 

highest and most honorable position to which it is possible for the Nobility to elect anyone.  The Nobility of the Temple honored this Noble by 

electing him to this high place. 

     The Chief Rabban, Assistant Rabban, High Priest and Prophet, Oriental Guide, Treasurer and Recorder are also elected each year by the No-

bility and they each have their respective duties to perform.  They are not hired or appointed by the Potentate; therefore, are not working for him 

but should work with him, and with them, to the best interests of the Temple. 

     A Shrine Temple has jurisdiction over a large area, or population, and is therefore of a regional nature, rather than a local one.  It is not only a 

fraternal organization, but one that contributes substantially to the welfare of the community over which it has jurisdiction. 

     Through our Hospitals, the Shrine is making a never ending contribution to humanity. 

     During the years that a Noble serves in an elective position on the Divan, he should give of his time and efforts and acquaint himself with the 
workings of the Shrine; and when he is elected Potentate, he should make his Temple’s business the major objective for that year.  This is his 

reasonable service and responsibility—in fact, the oath of office he took before being installed covers this.  In other words, he should not take a 

major part in other organizations of a civic, charitable or social nature, which would interfere in any way with his duties as Potentate, since the 
Temple can well use every spare moment he can possibly give from his business, vocation or profession; and since the Shrine Temple includes 

civic, charitable and social activities, it affords ample employment of any Potentate’s time.  As in any other business or organization, the Temple 

grows, prospers and takes its rightful place at the top, in the community, in proportion to the administration of the Potentate.   
 

HAVE A BLESSED AND PROSPEROUS HOLIDAY SEASON!     Sincerely, 

            Mike Burney 

RECORDER’S CORNER 

POTE’S NOTESPOTE’S NOTESPOTE’S NOTES   

Just A-Sittin-anna-Thinkin 
At the ‘Ham & Turkey Bingo’ someone mentioned that I had ‘RETIRED’ from Karem Kamp and asked what I was going to do in my ‘SPARE 

TIME.’  Well first, I have not ‘retired’ from the Kamp.  I met with the Building Corporation and mentioned that I was over 85 years old and it 

had become hard for me to do some of the ‘Manual Labor’ to maintain the Kamp.  I just run out of air, have to sit a few minutes and am ready 

to go again.  But what I have done is, I found an ‘EXPERT HANDY MAN’ and his Lady to assist in the upkeep of the Kamp; Noble Paul Hill 

and his lovely Lady Vickie.  What a tremendous job they have already done.  He can do the repair, or assist me in any repair job needed at the 

Kamp.  Just the other day, I needed to fix an air compressor.  He stepped in!!  We now have a running compressor. 

By the way, I need to express my thanks to a number of Nobles.  Some of you may not know, but I try to save ‘CANS’ down at the Kamp.  They 

help buy spark plugs, all kinds of oil, water hose repair items, nuts and bolts to repair swing sets, cans of paint, PVC pipe, etc.  Last year we 

made over $48.16.  This year, so far, $37.96.  So thanks to Ill Sir Glen Boyd, PP and his Lady Penny, Ill Sir Larry Taylor, PP and his Lady 

Linda, Noble Paul and his Lady Vickie AND….many of you Nobles who drop off cans, that I don’t even know.  Each of you have saved Karem 

Shrine untold dollars over the years, just by dropping off cans, and I personally want to thank each of you.     Jay 



 

 
KAREM SHRINE 

CHARTERED JUNE 24, 1920 
400 Karem Circle 

Waco, Texas  76712 
Phone (254)848-5600 

Fax (254)848-5610 
www.karemshrine.com 

karemshrine@hot.rr.com 
Karem Office Hours 

Mon. - Fri. 9 AM to 1 PM 
Closed on Major Holidays 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

ILLUSTRIOUS SIR BRUCE BUBEL 
2016 POTENTATE  

TOMMY GRUSENDORF..….…..CHIEF RABBAN 
LARRY JOHNSON………......….ASSIST RABBAN 
JIMMY GATLIN..…..HIGH PRIEST & PROPHET 
JIM PLESS………………..…......ORIENTAL GUIDE 
DANIEL REYNA……….……..………..TREASURER 
MIKE BURNEY……..………..…...…...RECORDER 

STATED MEETING  
Karem Shrine’s next Stated Meeting  

will be held on Thursday, December 15, 2016.  
YOUR 2016 DUES CARD IS REQUIRED! 

KAREM KARAVAN  
is published monthly by KAREM SHRINE.   
Articles must be received no later than 

 December 20, 2016 at 3:00 PM 
to run in the next issue.   

E-mail, fax or mail your article to Karem. 
Call the office for advertising information. 

REMEMBER TO USE YOUR DEBIT OR CREDIT CARD TO PAY YOUR DUES, PURCHASE 

YOUR GOLD CARD, PURCHASE YOUR FEZ, PURCHASE LIFE MEMBERSHIPS, BUY TICKETS 

FOR LOVE TO THE RESCUE, ETC. YOU CAN DO THIS THRU OUR APP (ABOVE), OR BY 

CALLING THE KAREM SHRINE OFFICE AT (254) 848-5600. 

Chief Rabban’s thoughts 
 

     Lady Janell and I are just about to complete our 2016 fund raising and we have had a 
great time working with the Nobles and their ladies.  We owe a great deal of gratitude to 
everyone who worked so hard to support us in 2016.  We started off with the first Fish Fry 
in April and seven Fish Fries later we completed our final one in October.  Each one of our 
units assigned to a Fish Fry did an outstanding job with their Nobles and ladies bringing 
desserts, serving the tea, cleaning up before and after the Fish Fry.  Tremendous suc-
cess—Thank you so much!  

     The Golf Tournament was in May and we had an outstanding group of Duffers making 
their usual hard to believe shots.  Everyone had a great time and we all enjoyed the BBQ, 
fellowship, door prizes and auction.  Thanks to all the Nobles and ladies who volunteered 
their time. 

     The Circus was just completed before Thanksgiving.  Many thanks to an outstanding 
group of workers for the Circus.  We tried 3 things different this year.  We sold fruit drinks 
and novelties, and for the first time in a long time, we did our own telemarketing.  My Lady 
Janell, and I, enjoyed working with each one of you. 

      Thank you for your support of Karem and the Fraternity. 

    Yours on the Square, 

    Chief Rabban Tommy Grusendorf and Lady Janell 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Ill Sir Bruce, in his typical fashion, makes friends everywhere he goes.  No 

matter which path he travels or who he meets along the way, his big ole Texas 

heart and warm heartfelt smile are a giant magnet; always attracting good!!  He 

is a great example of a Mason and Shriner; truly a “beautiful soul.”   

Thank you, sir, for remarkable leadership of Karem with your quiet demeanor, 

heart of a lion and extraordinary dedication.  You have handled adversity like a 

true champion, concealing any quandary, revealing nothing but your smile.   

President Reagan made this statement, “Wherever a beautiful soul has been, there 

is a trail of beautiful memories….. “  We are forever grateful to you for a trail of 

beautiful memories.  You are “one in a million” and you have made 2016 one 

memorable year!! 

The Merak 104 Daughters of the Nile was 
proud to serve Karem in the hospitality 
suite at the 2016 Karem Shrine Circus! 



 

 



 

 

Karem Parade Update 
 

Due to the rain and inclement weather the Crawford Christmas Parade has been postponed to Monday, December 12th.  The lineup is at 6:00pm at 

the elementary school, with the parade beginning at 7:00pm.  The Tree Lighting has already taken place so drive by and take a look at their tree.  

Santa will be visiting Crawford that evening, so the kids can see him after the parade and even have their picture taken with him.  

KAREM BREW CREW 
There are Nobles in the State of Texas that are interested in having a competition at our Texas Shrine Association 
Ceremonial in June 2017, in Waco.  If you are interested in joining the Brew Crew or helping with the competition, 
please contact Noble Glen Seeley at 254-640-0533 or by email cong77@yahoo.com. 
 

BENCH REST RIFLE 
There has also been some interest expressed in having a competition at Texas Shrine Association Ceremonial for 
bench rest shooters (center fire rifles).  If you are interested in competing or would like to help with the competition, 
please contact Chief Rabban Tommy Grusendorf at 254-498-0827 or by email tommygrusendorf@yahoo.com. 

The Black Camel 
has carried away:
  

OLLIE BROWN 

1941    He Brought Memories From The Past: 

Noble robert stone 

1921-2014 
     This article started out as a tribute to Brother Stone, but  you see, Robert was a memory maker.  Tho he fought in three (3) wars, his military service 

began in World War II and that’s where these memories began.  On Sunday morning, December 7, 1941, the day after the close of the Annual Commu-

nication of the M.W. Grand Lodge of Texas, the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor.  From that moment on, war activities began in Waco Masonic Circles.  

In 1942, Waco had two Army Flying Schools and an enormous Ordinance Plant, plus a number of clothing contracts for army cots, bedding, tents and 

clothing. 

   Names of Masons and Shriners ‘Out of District’ were secured, and at many Shrine Stated Meetings, more than 100 sojourning brethren were in at-

tendance.  During the long hot summer of 1942, programs and refreshments were served at every Stated Meeting, and the Game Room (down at the old 

Temple) was always open to provide fellowship to service personnel. 

   Requests to confer Masonic Degrees and Shrine Ceremonials, by ‘Courtesy,’ were constantly coming in.  We had ‘Rush Degrees and Ceremonials’ 

most every month, for so often these men were being transferred to another post, or sent overseas. 

   Recreation Rooms were built at these flying schools, furnished with games, tables, writing and reading tables, chairs, lounges and radios, by Masons 

and Shriners in Waco.  I have a picture of Noble Clyde Turner and Noble Lee Lockwood standing in front of a Recreation Hall at one of the flying 

schools that was built and equipped by members of Karem Shrine. 

   Karem Temple, at the beginning of 1942, arranged for Shriners to bring any Master Mason in military uniform to the Shrine Club rooms, and for 

other entertainments.  At one Shrine Party, over 250 Masons and Shriners from the Flying Schools were in attendance. 

   Karem Temple also arranged for the U.S.O. to use one of our ground floor rooms, down at the old Temple at 7th and Washington, as a complete Sol-

dier’s Club, open from 9:00am to midnight, seven days a week.  On Friday nights, a dance was held by the Shrine.  All military personnel were invited.  

Graduation Ceremonies from the flying schools were held in our Ballroom, not at the fields. 

   So you see, Robert, you have once again been a memory maker.  So each time we think of you, we will remember the sacrifices you made during the 
war that permitted us, as Masons and Shriners to be safe and able to serve the military, Masons and Shriners, in a time of war.  It was an honor for me 

to sit next to you at each of our Stated Meetings these past years.  I don’t know what the General meant when he said, “Old Soldiers never die, they just 

fade away”…..  I would change that to say, “Old Soldiers never die, they just bring back, and leave, beautiful memories.” 

        Thanks Noble Robert, for beautiful memories, Jay 
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DID YOU KNOW? 
 

Mel Blanc, the man with a thousand voices (Bugs Bunny, Daffy Duck, Woody Woodpecker, Porky Pig), was a Master Mason and member of Mid 

Day Lodge #188, in Oregon.       Jay 



 

 

MOVING? 
PLEASE NOTIFY KAREM  

OF NEW ADDRESS. 

JANUARY    FEBRUARY 

2—Office Closed    2-4—TSA Divan Mid-Winter 

11—Divan Meeting    in San Antonio (Alzafar) 

19—Installation of Officers/Stated  8—Divan Meeting 

 Meeting    11—Staff ‘s Love to the Rescue 

28—Potentate’s Ball   16—Stated Meeting 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
    1 2  Clifton Parade 3  Hubbard Parade 

Crawford Parade 

BALLROOM Rented 

4   PATIO—Rntd 5  PATIO—Rntd 6  PATIO—Rntd 

 

7  Divan Meeting 8  Coryell Shrine 

Ranchers Steakhs 

9 10 BALLROOM— 

Chr i st mas 
Dance 

11   12 

 
13  Wes Bell 

Shrine 

14   15  Stated Meeting 

Election of Officers 

16   

 

 

17 PAVILION Rntd 

BALLROOM—Rntd 

18   19  PATIO—

Classic Cars 

20  21  Rat Patrol 

Navarro Shrine, 

Cove Oasis Shrine 

22  Tem-Bel Dark 

 

23  PATIO—Rntd  24 

25 26  OFFICE 

CLOSED 

27  Tri-County 

Shrine 

28 29 30 31  BALLROOM  - 
New Years Dance 

EVENTSEVENTSEVENTS


